
    

   

Treasures from our Tradition 
 
As a result of the reforms of the Second Vatican 
Council, the Church has defined a new pastoral plan 
for your care whenever you struggle with illness. 
There are rites for children, a communal rite for 
celebration in the parish, forms of care for the sick at 
each stage and transition, and for the desperately ill. 
There is a much broader interpretation of who may 
be anointed, including not only the visibly ill, but 
those battling addiction, or the elderly coping with 
the frustrating aches and pains of aging. Children 
under seven are normally not anointed, since the oil 
is associated with reconciliation. (For the same 
reason, they do not receive ashes on Ash 
Wednesday.) However, children close to that age 
who have a serious illness often gain a deep level of 
spiritual insight and maturity, and may benefit from 
catechesis for the Eucharist. Once admitted to 
confirmation and/or Eucharist, a sick child should be 
anointed. It is a great strength of our present rite that a 
section is included with prayers tailored to the 

experience and understanding of a child. Considering 
our recent history of being fairly sparing with this 
sacrament, the generosity of celebration today is 
helping us to retrieve an essential part of our tradition 
of reverence for the sick. --Rev. James Field, Copyright (c) J. S. Paluch 
Co. 

Saint of the Week 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
(1225-1274) 
Memorial—January 28 
 
St. Thomas Aquinas so shocked his noble Italian 
family when he entered the Dominicans about 1244 
that his brothers imprisoned him for a year. But he 
would not yield and after escaping studied under St. 
Albert the Great. He was appointed as a master of 
theology in 1256. For the rest of his brief life, the 
“dumb ox,” as he was dubbed, taught, preached, and 
wrote, producing the monumental “Summa 
Theologica.” His thinking became enormously 
influential in later centuries and he was named a 
Doctor of the Church in 1567.  

Save the Date! 
Our next parish mission will be 
held March 2-4, 2015 at 9:00 am 
and 7:00 pm (repeated). More 
information coming soon! 
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Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Ordinary Time? 
by Rev. Larry Rice, CSP 
 
One of the characteristics of Catholicism—indeed, of 
any liturgically oriented Church—is that the pattern of 
our worship follows a cycle of feasts and seasons. 
And so too, to some extent, does the secular world. 
Of course, those seasons don’t always align. When 
the rest of the world is in Christmas, we’re still in 
Advent. When we’re in the Christmas season, the rest 
of the world has packed away the Christmas 
decorations and is off to the January white sales.  
 
Our seasons run like this: Advent, which starts right 
after Thanksgiving; Christmas, which begins on 
Christmas Eve; a brief period of Ordinary Time, 
followed by Lent, Triduum, the Easter Season; and 
then a long stretch of Ordinary Time. 
 
What precisely is Ordinary Time? We usually define it 
by what it’s not. It’s the season when there’s no other 
season going on. If seasons were flavors, Ordinary 
Time would be vanilla. Of course, as any good cook 
will tell you, vanilla has its own often underrated 
flavor with its own nuances and characteristics. 
 
To my way of thinking, Ordinary Time is the most 
challenging season. During Advent, there’s a lot to do 
to prepare for Christmas. During Christmas, it’s simply 
expected that people will be full of good cheer, 
promoting charity and peace on earth. Lent has its 
own set of internal to-do’s: the prayer, fasting, 
almsgiving, and repentance that prepare us for the 
celebration of Easter. And, of course, the Triduum 
and Easter are the high-points of the entire year with 
lots of preparation and celebration. In all these 
seasons, parishes have programs, prayers, and 
activities to guide us through them.  
 
Ordinary Time, generally speaking, leaves us to our 
own routines, and our own discipline. It’s the time 
when we have to work to integrate our spirituality 
with the everyday: work, school, vacation, the ebb 
and flow of our lives. Fortunately, we have help and 
assistance with that task of integration. We have 
something that provides the support and spiritual 

nourishment we need to get through the everyday 
routine of life. That support is called Sunday. 
Sundays, especially during this vanilla season, should 
be part of the rhythm of life that keeps our spirituality 
rooted in real life. If your life feels a little out of 
synch, driven by external events rather than by your 
own priorities, maybe you should reexamine how 
you’re keeping the Sabbath—something to think 
about during the nearly five months before next 
Advent. Father Rice is Vocations Director for the Paulist Fathers 




