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Parish News 

 
 
If you have questions about becoming Catholic or  
receiving First Holy Communion or the Sacrament of 
Confirmation as an adult, please contact Deacon 
Steve Doucet at sdoucet@seaslv.org or at 702-804-
8303. 

10/21/14 Liturgical Year 

10/28/14 
Christian Mystery 
—Celebration of Sacraments 

RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is for 
those who are considering if they want to become 
Catholic, however all are welcome to attend RCIA 
sessions.  The sessions can be an excellent way to (re-
)learn much about our rich Catholic Faith. 
 
Sessions are on Tuesdays in the Parish Hall at 7 
PM.  The list below shows the RCIA session topics for 
the next few weeks. 

Altar de los Muertos 
Paul Turner 
 
Many Hispanic families and communities observe All 
Souls Day by erecting an Altar de los Muertos or Altar 
of the Dead. It commemorates the faithful departed 
through a variety of symbols. 
 
Inside a home or a church, a table or altar is set aside 
where photographs for the deceased are arranged to-
gether with items that remind the living of the ones 

they have lost. 
Altar decorations 
may include me-
mentos of the 
work, activities, 
and favorite 
foods that the 
dead enjoyed. 
There may also 
be images of the 
saints who 

served as inspirations, as well as symbols of life and 
death, ranging from flowers to skeletons. Incense may 
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be lighted at the altar to add 
a delightful scent to the pres-
entation, in hopes that it will 
please the spirits of the dead. 
Some altars have simple 
decorations; others become 
works of art. 
 
The custom celebrates the belief that death is a part of 
life. Death is embraced, not removed from one’s vi-
sion. Some of the images on an Altar de los Muertos 
may be comical – they show one’s ability to accept 
death, to laugh in spite of it, and to look beyond it in 
hope. 
 
Placing these articles on a piece of furniture called an 
altar both honors and prays for the dead. An altar is a 
place for offering sacrifice. Placing images of the dead 
on an altar is a way of entrusting their memory to 
God. And setting the altar in a place of respect gives 
honor to the dead. 
 
Although All Souls Day is observed on November 2, 
the altar may be erected a little in advance and re-
main in place for a time afterward. 




