
Eligibility 

The contest is open to all registered children of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Parish and School. In light of 

Pope Francis’ declaration of a Holy Year of Mercy, essays should answer the following question: 

 “What does true mercy look like?” 

Reward 

Winning essays will be chosen from three categories: grades 3-5, 6–8, and 9–12. The three first-place 

essays, with photos of the authors, will be published in the Parish bulletin.  Each winner will receive 

$150.00. 
 

Requirements 

 Essay must be original work. 
 Must have a title. 
 Essays will be judged on content, creativity, and mechanics (organization, grammar, and spelling).  

Most importantly: Don’t be boring! 
 For the purposes of this Essay Contest, an essay is a three-part paper that lays out and develops a 

position in response to an essay contest question. You should provide examples that support your 
points. 

 An introduction, which introduces the subject and contains an explanation of your response.  
The objective is to demonstrate that you understand the essay contest question and have 
formed a response to it. 

 A body, which develops your response using synthesis and analysis of your topic.  The pro-
cess of analysis may include comparing and contrasting, differentiating among several ideas 
or events, interpretation, or drawing inferences. 

 A conclusion, which summarizes the synthesis and analysis presented in the essay and sets 
forth your conclusions. Drawing on ideas already presented, you should demonstrate that 
your conclusions support the position you put forward in the opening paragraphs. Your aim is 
to convince the reader that your response is reasonable and valid. 

 Word limits for the essays are as follows: grades 3–5: 250 words; grades 6–8: 350 words; grades 9–
12: 500 words. 

 Entries must be typed, double-spaced, in 12-point Times New Roman or an equivalent font with a 
one-inch margin on all sides of the page. 

 Your essay will be disqualified if it does not meet the requirements or is turned in after the submis-
sion deadline. 

 Only one entry per child. 
 

Submission– Deadline is Saturday, April 2, 2016 

 Attach your entry form to only one copy of your essay.  Your second copy should not contain person-
al identification information. (ex. Name) 

 The decisions of the judges are final. 
 Your essay entry forms must be enclosed within a sealed manila envelope, and turned into 

the Faith Formation Office, SEAS School Office, or the Parish Gift Shop.  
 If you have questions regarding the contest, please contact the Faith Formation Office at  
       702-804-8306.  
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Please type or print clearly.  All information and signatures are required. 

 

STUDENT INFORMATION 

Winner’s Name ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Essay Title _________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Age ____________Birth Date (Day/Month/Year) __________________________Check one: Male ________Female________ 

School _____________________________________________________________________________________Grade _________________ 

Home Phone Number______________________________________Parent Cell Number _______________________________ 

Parent E-Mail______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Student’s Street Address (No P.O. Boxes) ______________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, __________________________________________________ Postal or ZIP Code _________________________________ 

Parish ID # ______________________________________________Family Name _________________________________________ 

Parent or Legal Guardian Signature ____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Judge 1:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments:  _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Score:  _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Judge 2:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Score: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Official Use Only:   Essay # 
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